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In August of 1854 eleven year old Robert Huey (January 15-W848h 12, 1928), along with parents Robert and

Sophia Huey, emigrated from Ireland to Philadelphia, P contrast to many fellodaminedevastated countrymdmis
family wasfinancidly stable. In 1858 hbegan his study of dentistry in nearby LarteasPA in the offices of Dr. John
Waylan.

Just days after Confederate forces fired on federally
occupied Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, young Huey
responded to President Abr 3
for men to Amaintain the U
in Harrisburg and enlisted in thé Pennsylvania Infantry,
Company K, for a three mont
muster roll states that he was initially enrolled as a Musicia
a practice that somewhat tacitly allowed regiments to accep
boys and gung men aged eighteen and under. Huey never
actually became a membertbe regimental band, butas
assignedrather, to commissary duty.

After being outfitted with muskets and cartridges,
haversacks, and foquovisions the regiment, under the

command of Colonel Samuel Yohe, traveled south from Pennsylvania State Flag
Harrisburg by rail on April 28, It was decided after arriving
in Cockeysville, MD to return north to Camp Scott, near York, Young Robert Huey

PA in order to refrain from provokingifther unrest among

the citizens of Maryland regarding the issue of secession.

After Union General Benjamin Butler occupied and declared
martial law in Baltimore in the first weeks of May théRA a
Infantry again traveled south to Maryland to guardrétile % >

lines just outside the city of Baltimore. In the ensuing weeks v P

the regiment was moved to various points to guard the roads | i 'égiﬁ'.ﬁﬁ%»:.; u
and rail lines between Frederick and Baltimore. As part of a - ag

reorganization of Pennsyl va | = pd )i m
returned to Gambersburg, P earlyJune. After i AL, :

assignment to Gener afPAPatt e
Regiment returned to Maryland, guarding roads in the w
vicinity of Frederick. In early July the regiment was ordered ‘
west to Martinsburg t Birstassu
Battle of Bull Run or Manassas was just days away. On the
very day of the first major battle of tiavil War, July 21,

1861, Robert Huey and thé& RA received orders to move to
Har per 6 s F etheylpoardeDtheytrainfbrat er
Harrisburg, viere they werenustered out July 27, 1861. It
was said of the regiment that though it had not foughtin any =~ |
battles, A. . . its timely |
good by checking any rash movement on the part of the

Rebels in arms along our taters. The duties it was called on

to perform were faithfully done, and its good conduct, under

all circumstances, was appreciated and acknowledged by its
superior officers. o

The men of Hueyb6s company r et ur ne did-Augustt hoveever, thdiro m
captain, Henry A. Hambright, had sought and received authorization to raise-gefiréegiment. In early September
young Robert Huey, along with mamembers of the former compaiined the new unit, the ®Pennsylvania
Infantry.
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By October 11, 1861 all the companies in the new regiment had reached full enroliment. They traveled to
Harrisburg and then to Pittsburg, settling in Camp Wilkins under the command of Brig. General James S. Negley.
the unitds stapnsi appPiot ns ledr ¢ hiduSergegnt. mé&ate Odober t6ay traveled Isy a

steamer down the Ohio River to Louisville, KY and from there, in December, to Munfordville, KY. Their duties so far

primarily consisted of drilling and picket duty in thddo
rain, and mud of a southern winter.

On February 14, 1862 the"7PA was ordered to
reinforce Gener al Ul ysses
Forts Henry and Donelson in Tennessee, one that would
eventually lead to the momentous battle at Shiloh.
Fortunaely for young Robert Huey, the order was soon
countermanded and the regiment proceeded to Nashvillg
TN. During the ensuing months the unit traveled
throughout Tennessee, guarding rail lines, repairing brid
destroyed by Confederate troops, and on oooasngaging
enemy pickets.

Late in May Gener al Ne
camped in Columbia, TN, was ordered east to assault
Confederate forces entrenched in Chattanooga. After a
victorious skirmish at Sw
Tennessee capitol on Jusieand began shelling enemy
troops. After two days of
claimed victory and returned his command to Shelbyville|
TN.

The 79" Pennsylvania would remain in Shelbyvillg
for several months, celebrating tH2af July there with
parades and artillery salutes, enthusiastically encouragin
pro-Union sentiment. Shortly thereafter they were sent
southeast to Tullahoma where the regiment was reassig

there young Robert Huey and compavere ordered back
to Nashville to protect t

In August plans were made for Union General
Ambrose Burnside to advance into northeast Tennessee
drive Confederate forces out of Knoxville and the
Cumberland Gap. Fedettabops, including General James|

successfully occupied Knoxville on Septemb®r Zhe
brigade pursued retreating Confederate troops througho

. the region with skirmishe

dLleutenantRobertHuey Carterds Station, Zollico

2" Tennessee Mounted Infantry Their pursuitled them just above the Tennessee/Virginia
border toBristol.

Robert Huey©6s s-Rargeantsnushhave Commimthe adtentiony of Colonel James P. T. Cartg
commanderofthe’?East Tennessee Mounted Infantry (USA), on
On Septemhel3", during the above mentioned campaign, Huey mustered out of tA7and joined the staff of the
2" TN as a lieutenant and Acting Assistant AdjutGemneral of Commissary.

to a new command under General William S. Smith. Fromn

Shackel for dos "Brigasé (Cavalry),g an|i
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After the successful rout of Confederate troops at Bristol tHeN, the 7' Ohio Cavalry, and four guns from the
2" llinois Battery were detached from th& Brigade on October 17and sent to Rogersville, TN to establish an outpofst
intended to secure lines of communication. Lieutenant Huey records in hishdibafter their arrival Colonel Carter wag
granted a thirty day | eave of absence to visit his| wi
Colonel Israel Garrard, commander of tieQH.Y

Confederate forces led by General Wihm A Gr umbl ed Jones were alertefd t
near Rogersville on Novembef.3According to an account written by thB@h i 0 6 s -Masiea Setgeant, John L.
Ransom, on the evening of Novemb@rtS he fArebel cahce at ane of the muldi¢c housgs in ¢ghe \dllage an
invited all th&Whet lher [isti cJaofdelciebesr. &t e plot on the
sympathizers to distract Union leaders is unknown. The ofééein command of the" TN was Major Daniel
Carpenter. He reported being alerted to a Confederate movement in nearby King€jmariey Israel Garrartite in the
day" The next morning Rebel troops began their attack.
pree n ' Canfusion reigned. After several hours of fighting, Colonel Garrard and a significant percentagd’@ithe 7
ficut t he'fDespiteahe efforts of Major Carpenter 608 of the 893 men of"fiEN2were captured including
youngLieutenantRobert Huey.

| &N

From Rogersville the prisoners were
marched to Bristol, VA. From there they boarded
boxcars and traveled by train to Richmond. Huey
and twentytwo commissioned officers from his
regiment were imprisoned in Libby Prison on p ]
November 19; theenlisted men were taken to Belle
Il sle in Richmondbos Jams < g
winter months the conditions were brutal. Lack of -
food, freezing temperatures, severe overcrowding,
and infestations of lice made life miserable for the
officers who were east quartered inside a brick
building. Although tents and blankets were providef
for a percentage of the enlisted men imprisoned o ;
Belle Isle, a greater number were forced to survive -: YL
with no shelter whatsoever.

Increasing Uion military pressure on the
Confederate capitol prompted the Confederate
government to consider
population further south. In midanuary of 1864 :
construction began on a stockade near a small rail || =
depot in Sumter County, Georgiaaied Fort
Sumter by Confederate authorities, the horrors thal
would occur in what would become known as
Andersonville give voice to the capabilities of human Libby Prisorca.1863
animosity.

Two events occurring in February further augmented the urgency to transfer Usmmepsiout of Richmond.
On the §' 159 men (not including Huey) escaped from Libby through a sixty foot tunnel. Although many were recapture
a sense of alarm gripped the city. In response, the first trainload of prisoners from Belle Isle was samdestill
construction Fort Sumter. Several days later Union General Judson Kilpatrick, aided by Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, lefl a
failed raid onRichmond. Its civilian populatigrunnerved and pangtricken, demanded further action. By late March
Belle Isle was emptiedhé living having been transported from one hell to another. Remaining in Richmond, howevgr,
were over 1000 Union officers.
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By late April Confederate authorities faced a dilemma at Andersonville. Although intended to be a prison f¢
enlisted angbolitical prisoners 110 officers &ed among a large group of P@\(captured near Plymouth, NC) on the
30". Commander of the Georgia Reserves, General Howell Cobb, reminded the commander of the prison Captain
Wirz that a facility named Camp Odhetrpe in nearby Macon, GA had served as a stockadgaars earlier. The next
day the officersvere transported the sixty plus miles north to Macon. Confederate Inspector General Samuel Coop
made it officialon May®i nst r ucting Cobb tsdorthedafkkeepipgrobFedenal officerete be sq
from Andersonvill’e to Macon, Georgia.?o

The door was now open to also remove the remaining Union prisoners from Richmond. Ohtheay 7
commissioned officers housed in Libby Prison, including LieuteRabert Huey, were loaded on trains and sent
southward. After pausing at the stockade in Danville, VA the train continued southward to Macon.

On the morning of the Itwenty-four carloads of wretcheldoking men arrived at Camp Oglethorpe. A two
week \eteran of the camp, Chaplain Henry White of th&Bode Island Heavy Atrtillery, was shocked by their
appearance. He wrot e, AA new cl ass o-fermpspusbriers, and pate avda
haggard They were ragged, and some partly “aked. They

i OGLETHORPE, NACoN, GEORGIA

An artist® rendeng of Camp Ogleth@pa. 1864
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Twenty-one year old Robert Huey lived there among a group that would eventually number roughly 1400 o
plot of ground about the size of two and a half football fields. The higher ranking officers slept inside theasselencl
building still standing from the stockadeds for mer
in roofed wooden structures without floors or walls; many slept under the stars. Cooking pots and utensils were lin

and sharedtby all. Three small barredized wells provided drinking water for everyone inside the stockade walls. Food

consisted primarily of maggaenfested bacon and unsifted corn flour although some vegetables could be purchased
those that had the means to bart

As in many other Civil War era prisons the men fought despair and tedium in numerous ways at Camp
Oglethorpe. Sunday preaching and mwigek prayer meetings led by captured Union ministédiers sustained many.
One prisoner noted the formation ofitaflary society made possible by the purchase of a library of books and magaz
from a Macon citizen desperate to raise some ta€lard games, baseball games, classes in foreign languages, and
evening social gatherings occupied some. Tunneling, asm@sroéascape, was another dedicated enterprise. In his
ARemi ni scenceso
enthusiastically joined in the effort,
digging every other night for three
weeks® On the 4 of July the
prisoners celebrated with patriotic
speeches and rousing patriotic song

Let no one think that these
pursuits made life easy for the men
imprisoned at Camp Oglethorpe.
Scurvy and debilitating dysentery
ravaged hundreds and killed some.
A prisoner from Wisconsin wrote,
AnTo fal./l il was
mi r a’¢tThase ubfortunate to
have been wounded prior to arriving
in the central Georgia stockade
received little in the way of medical
care. Almost all were afflicted with

Prisoners Playing Baseball at Salisbury, NC Fars infestations of lice. The seeming

lack of concern for their condition ag

prisoners on the part of the Federal
government, the rarity of news fromrhily members, exposure to the extremes of weather, lack of food, and the
emotional baggage of being a prisoner in a hostile environment was devastating. A lieutenant from my home town
Mechanicsbur g, PA made a not eodo.Mheltdnthuabwaraderigg,of thie hind irgad

vague reveri e, unt il it becomes ™M burden to itself
Gener al William Shermanbés successful advance on
the prisones out of Macon in late July. On July®7 j ust as one of Shermands ca

began his southerly raid to free his captured Union comrades, the first of two groups of roughly 600 men were loa
trains headed to CharlestdSC. Approximately twentfour hours later the second group depaftetieutenant Huey
was among the first 600 to leave Macon. After arriving in Charleston they were confined in the city jail yard until a
outbreak of yellow fever forced many, includipgung Huey, to be relocated to the nearby U.S. Marine hoSfiital.

On October Bthe severity of the yellow fever outbreak and the controversial use of human shields by both

in the ongoing bombardment of Charleston led to the transfer of Federal prisoners to Camp Sorghum in Columbia,,

After dark on the B Lieutenant Huey antlieutenant James C. McDonald (also of tAETA), jumped from their train
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transport just north of Orangeburg, SC and made their escape. They traveled through swamp and dense woods fileque

relying of the good will of slaves to provide food and directio Af t er sever al days t hey
road through Newberry and Greenville to North Caro
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After arriving in the vicinity of
Laurens, SC Huey and McDonald
inadvertently revealed their presence to a
local via the smoke of a campfire. A pack
of dogs was raised and the pair was chased
down, recaptured, and temporarily confingd
in the Laurens Court House on October
18". Shortly thereafter, they were sent bagk
to Camp Sorghum.

In the SC stockade it was routine
for sentries to allow small groups of
prisoners to step outside the guard line to
collect firewood. In just over two weeks
Huey recognized an opportunity to once
again escape. Late in the afternoon of
November&he fAnoticed tlha:
the guard was very careless with paroled
~ squads, in fact t halt

®r. Huey 6 o? itighto as some |[pe
allowed the paroled prisoneis pass the
l i nes wi t ho uf* Lieatenant Hueynugable to inchhisdprevious accomplice McDonald, grabbed another
messmate, Lieutenant J. C. Martifi Bast Tennessee Atrtillery), and calmly joined a squad headed out to collect
firewood. As theyhid themselves in the woods several other prisoners joinedthem.

During the ensuing weeks Huey and company made their way through the South Carolina countryside. The thre
of being recaptured kept them cautious about revealing their presence anwked of directions. Once again the
benevolent assistance of the slave population played a significant role in their journey.

By the 22 of November the band reached the Chattooga River, the dividing line between northwest South
Carolina and northea&eorgia. After successfully passing themselves off to locals as Confederate soldiers on furlough
they were ferried across the river and continued their journey. After crossing into North Carolina Huey and compapy
began to encounter Union sympathizerswhakd | v provi ded food and shelter |an
families along their way. Huey recorded, fAWe are gptHt
we think nothing of the exertion of our marches; during thediags after our escape every mile was an exertion, but
now, our only trouble is our feet. | am the worst off in this particular being practically barefoot and limp along with
difficulty; if only" 1l had a good pair of shoes. 0

Their travels took them almodtie west across the Little Tennessee and Nantahala Rivers toward the head yater
of the Hiawassee River. Union sympathizing NC soldiers, home on furlough, provided guidance across the mountainot
terrain; several asked to accompany Huey in his attermpath Federal lin€¥!

On December%they crossed into Tennessee near the Ducktown copper mines and headed toward the home of
retired Union General James Gamble on the banks of the Ocoee River. From there the company traveled northwast to
Charleston, TN, the nearest Union outpost, arrivinghe 6. By his estimate, Huey and his fellow prison escapees hapl
traveled 387 miles more or less barefoot and in the same clothes worn when captured thirteen monittts earlier.

Because of their haggard appearance the group was immediately arrestethanadl, suspected as Rebel spieg.
When questioned by the officer in charge Huey requested permission to communicate with Union General Samue] P.
Carter headquartered in nearby Knoxville in order to confirm his identity. Within an hour Carter joyolisty aad
provided train transport to Knoxville for Huey and his companidghsee Union officers and five civilia§. The small
company took the first train to Knoxville where they were celebrated as heroes. Lieutenant Huey was made an aid to
General Cadr and his fellow escapees were granted leaves of absence. In his new position Huey signed certificates of
loyalty for his North Carolina friends and found them employment.
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Robert Huey ends his reminiscences with a sobering post script likelyadnlede year s | at er|.

hundred ninetfour Officers and enlisted men of th& East Tenn. Mounted Infantry regiment captured at Rogersville
Tenn. Three hundred and eigtttyo died from disease and starvation in Rebel prisons. Had | not eshepzevould
probably have been three hundred and eightyr "8 e . 0

A return to civilian life began for Robert Huey when he was honorably mustered out on January 14, 1865,
day before his twentgecond birthday." He returned to the study of dentistryaduating from the Pennsylvania Colleg
of Dental Surgery in March of 1867. Dr. Robert Huey married Katharine [Catherine] C. Goepp on December 28, 1
the couple had five children, two boys and three daughters (Robert Jr., Alice Katharine, Heled, Céiffpand
Katharine). His family life was tragically marred by the death of his wife in 1885, his youngest son in 1887, and his
son in 1896.

Perhaps because of these
tragedies Dr. Robert Huey filled his
life with numerous activities and
affiliations. He was welknown as a
pioneer and lecturer in the field of -
dental surgery while a member of the |
faculty at the newly formed School of
Dental Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania. He served in various
positions with the Pennsylvania Board
of Dental Examiners and the
Pennsylvania Association of Dental
Surgeons. Outside his vocation Dr.
Huey served as president of the
English Setter Club of America and
was involved in promoting and
participating in dog shows and field
days. He grew fond of anothemtdoor
activity as well, one he pursued with
characteristic Huey enthusiasm
growing roses.

A record of Hueysos i
correspondence sharedgthwv]. Horace McFarland,
editor ofThe American Rose Annual

fiMy earliest rose recollection is of an attempt to pluc
amosy ose in my grandmot hag
my fingers pricked by the sharp thorns. Rescued by t
nurse, the thorns were remexy, and | was turned loose
in the belief that a lesson had been taught.
Nevertheless, | wanted that rose, and returned to the
attack with a like result. Mother then appeared on the
scene, took in the situation, cut the rose, removed thg
thorns, and made nteappy with the flower. | have
loved roses ever singg™

Above:Dr. Robert Huey ca. 1900
Left: OIld Pink Mos®
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[Edi t or :6fom tReonemtion of a nurse it may be reasonably postulatedthag i nci dent occuflr e
immigraion to America at age elevehRlis heritage as a son of Ireland explains his future patronage of the Irish rose
growing firm Alexander Dickson & Sorjs.

Editor McFarland further quoted Huey. . After being established in [dental] practice upon my return
[from the war], and feeling the need for outdoor relaxation, | purchased a home and two acres of ground in 1877, and
began to try to grow roses. There was then little reliable information to be had, and the flowers that resulted compjred
most unfavorably ith illustrations in the catalogues, while the plants would die by the dozen. Persevering, | finally met
with success, and knowing that many others were thirsting for knowledge | began writing and talking of my experi¢nces
and how my difficulties were ow®me, thus doing a sort of rose missionary wWtk.

Among those ficonvertedo by
young banker from a prominent Philadelphia family, George C.
Thomas, Jr. Between the two substantial contributions to successful
outdoorrose culure were made with unique emphasis placed on the
advantages of grafted/budded roses and on the suitability/adaptabilit|
specific rose cultivars and classes for the diverse climatic conditions
found across the United States.

The initial work was begun by Huey the mentor. In 1896 the
June edition ofThe American Floristeported a lecture given by the
doctor to the Pennsylvania Hor f{
Roses, 0 drawing speci al grdattvariaty i
of r ¥ keerard Barron noted in his boBoses and How to Grow
Themthat Dr. Huey had by that time [1905] thoroughly tested every
Hybrid Perpetual in the Dickson & Sons catalgHe also invested
noteworthy effort in evaluating the relatly new group of roses George C. Thomas, Jr.
classifed as Hybrid Teadue to his close association with Alexander
B. Scott, American agent féx. Dickson & Sons, Huey was one of the
first American rose enthusiasts to grow the newly introduced
OKillarney.® I n an article ap
periodicalCountry Life in AmericaHuey noted that he had
observed a decided advantage
when compared t o -rao dotead polfa mitsst |
variety?" In agrand momentofr ony, he advi s
probable that the best stock for our use has not yet been
i nt r od ¢t AlthoughRosa muliifiorabecame the rootstock
of choice for many growers, another choice would unknowingly b¢
created by Hueyds most ambiti

enti

After being gifted with fifty rose bushes from Dr. Huey in
1901 George C. Thomas, Jr. set about breeding roses in 1912 w
goal of producing everblodng climbing roses and better garden
varietieS* Hi s first introductions
Bloomfield Farm. In 1914 a dark red oAgsi®oming seedling
resulted from a cross of O6Et h
and the scd3epéit@aGOuasvagor odu
several other seedlings were sent to the Rutherford, New Jersey
nursery firm Bobbink & Atkins for evaluation where their
commercial introduction was delayed for several years by the
commencement of the First Worldan

@JIrich BrunnerGi 1881; Leve
A Hybrid Perpetual recommended by Dr. Robert Hu




