
From Auction Table 

to Show Table

Everything you need to know about   

growing roses in under 10 minutes



Selecting Exhibition Roses







Caring for your roses until you can plant 



Hydrate them

-Put your roses in water

-I’ve kept roses in water 

for up to 2 months

-Change water weekly



Pot them up

-prune out spindly 

growth, broken canes 

& roots, & anything 

above the top bud

-Keep in warm 

basement under grow 

lights



Planting
 Select a sunny location-at least 6 hrs

 Make sure there is good drainage

 Dig a hole at least 2’ in dia, 16-18” 
deep

 Bud union 2” below ground-grafted 
roses

 Mix soil w/ 2 shovels manure, 2 shovels 
peat moss, 1 cup Lime, 1 cup   
superphosphate, 2 cups Rose-Tone

 Make a water well

 Cover with mulch

 I space my Hybrid Teas 3’ apart

 Water daily for the 1st week

 Roses can be planted anytime 
ground isn’t frozen





Pruning
 Prune in Spring when Forsythia 

bloom. Prune H.T.s 7 weeks 
before the rose show

 Trim HT  back to18”

 Gr 4-5’, Fl 3’-4’

 Prune Shrubs and Climbers 
minimally

 Cut 1/4” above outward-
facing bud eye. Check pith 
inside cane. Should be cream 
color. If brown cut lower

 Thin out crossing branches & 
twiggy growth

 Strip off all foliage & clean up 
all debris. Remove from 
garden

 Never put rose trimmings or 
leaves in compost pile



Spraying 

 Start spraying weekly 

when leaves 1st appear 

in April

 I alternate Heritage, 

Honor Guard and 

Manzate

 Many organic products 

available

 Use insecticides only 

when needed. I use 

Merit (Imidacloprid) 

 Spinosad for Winter 

Moth Caterpillars

 Continue spraying 

through October



Fertilizing

 I Feed my roses with Rose-

tone monthly April, May 

June and September

 Sprinkle 1 cup/bush 

around rose and water in

 I use Neptune’s Harvest 

Fish & Seaweed every 

other week as a foliar 

feed



Disbudding

 Disbud side buds on Hybrid Teas 

and center buds on sprays a 

few weeks before a show

 Read about this in ‘Guidelines 

and Rules for Judging Roses’ 

and in ‘Showing Good Roses’



Cutting for the show

 We cut for the show 

the evening before

 We place them in 

cups of water and 

note the roses on a 

map

 We keep them in our 

cool basement



Prepping

-Get there early to find a 

place to work and get 

enough vases

-Ask for help from 

seasoned exhibitors

-Bring a tool box

-Clerk and learn from the 

judges



Winning

Makes all your 

hard work worth it



Relax and enjoy 

your summer


